DEPARTING IN PEACE LESSON TWO

CENTRAL QUESTION
What does the Bible teach about refusing life-sustaining treatment?

PRELUDE: MATTHEW 25:14-_30

REVIEW OF THE PRINCIPLES DISCUSSED AT THE LAST SESSION
1. Human life is valuable to God because humans bear the image of God, which in this life

includes our physical bodies.

2. Extending physical life as long as possible is not the ultimate good, coming behind (at least) God’s
glory, our salvation, and wisdom.

3. The Bible permits us to choose a shorter life over a longer one in order to glorify God and
serve others.

CASE STUDY/SKETCH
Dialogue between Sam, his children, and a friend.

Biblical Reflection
* [saiah 25:6-8
¢ John 10:17-18
* Philippians 1:18b-23
* Genesis 25:7-8
e 2 Samuel 1:1-16
* Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Is Sam asking his children to help him commit suicide?

2. Ethicists typically hold that (active) killing and (passive) letting die are very different things.
Is this distinction biblical?

3. Does Sam’s plan violate the sixth commandment?

Sam is asking his children to neglect a lawful way to preserve his life. Does that mean he is asking
them to violate God’s law?

4. How might the situation be changed so that it would be wrong for Sam to make this request

of his children?



5. Is Hannah required to go along with Sam’s plan because she ought to “honor [her] father . .
)’;

6. What should a Christian’s attitude be about death? (Fear? Avoidance? Worry?)

7. Last week’s handout suggested “further consideration” about what we fear about our deaths
and where we want to die.

a. What if I am worried about the impact that my death would have on my loved ones?

b. What if I am afraid that I will be kept alive by machines and forced to linger just short of
death?

c. Isit OK to want to die at home?

PRINCIPLES AND APPLICATIONS

* We have the authority to say no in advance to life-sustaining medical care in some
circumstances.

e There is a time to die, and Christ has defeated death for us.

* We are permitted to pursue a peaceful death when death is near.

* It is loving to honor others’ instructions about allowing a peaceful death.

FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION (HOMEWORK)

1. Who do you want to make medical decisions for you if you cannot make

2. What activities of your daily life do you value most (and why)?



